
The Community Treasures of Rock Springs PowerPoint presentation was 

prepared as part of Community Treasures, a program to help Green River and 

Rock Springs residents identify and protect places of special importance to the 

heritage of their communities. The project was carried out by the University of 

Wyoming’s American Studies program, in cooperation with the Green River 

Historic Preservation Commission, the Sweetwater County Historical Museum 

and the Rock Springs Historical Museum, with funding from the National Park 

Service. This is a pdf copy of a presentation designed to be used for meetings, 

conferences and workshops, to help both residents and visitors better 

understand the buildings and places that give Rock Springs its special 

character.  The presentation tells the story of the community, from its founding 

in 1868 until the present, by focusing on the physical evidence—the historic 

buildings, structures and places that remain. The PowerPoint  for this 

presentation is available from the Sweetwater County Historical Museum or 

the University of Wyoming American Studies department. For further questions 

or comments with regards to this presentation, please contact Mary Humstone, 

Research Scientist, American Studies Program, Cooper House, University of 

Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071; or humstone@uwyo.edu. 
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Rock Springs City Hall (1890); H.H. Richardson, Allegheny County Courthouse, 

1884 (Sweetwater County Museum; Mary Humstone collection) 

 

Kern chose the imposing Richardsonian Romanesque style, used for 

courthouses, libraries, train stations and other civic buildings in the East.  The 

gray sandstone was quarried just outside the city, rough cut to give it a 

massive effect, and laid up by the same masons who built the State 

Penitentiary in Rawlins. The gables, towers, and rounded arches are all typical 

of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. 

 



26 

Clock tower, City Hall (Mary Humstone 2005) 

 

Astute observers will note that each of the four faces of the clock in the tower 

tells a different time.  When someone finally got around to investigating the 

problem, they found that there were no clockworks – the hands are nailed into 

position! 
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Wyoming State Miners Hospital (historic photos from American Heritage 

Center; top photo dated 1906; 2005 photo: Mary Humstone) 

 

At the time of Wyoming statehood in 1890, most of the state’s population lived 

along the Union Pacific railroad.  Each of the major towns along the Union 

Pacific line had been awarded a state institution: the capitol in Cheyenne, the 

University in Laramie, the prison in Rawlins and the state mental hospital in 

Evanston.  Upon entering the Union, Wyoming received a federal land grant to 

build a hospital for miners, and Rock Springs was chosen as the location.  The 

Wyoming State Miners Hospital was built high on a hill at the south end of C 

Street in 1892.  It burned down in 1897, but was rebuilt and reopened the 

following year.  The old hospital building was extensively remodeled around 

1960.  When a new hospital was built in the 1970s, this building was adaptively 

reused for Sweetwater County offices.   
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Nurses’ School c. 1915 (American Heritage Center); Nurses with babies 

(Sweetwater County Museum) 

 

In keeping with a nationwide trend in the late 1800s, Rock Springs also built a 

nurses’ school.  Nurses lived and took classes in this dormitory, and worked at 

the hospital.  
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Historic Nurses Quarters – 700 C Street (Mary Humstone 2005; American 

Heritage Center) 

 

The nurses’ school operated until 1941, when the University of Wyoming 

nursing school took over the job of training the state’s nurses – although the 

building continued to serve as a nurses’ dormitory for many years.  The stately 

American Four-square-style building at 700 C St. now houses the County 

Attorney’s Office. 
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400 block, B Street (Mary Humstone 2005) 

 

By 1900, the south side of the tracks, where blocks were laid out in an orderly 

fashion in contrast to the north side, had emerged as the preferred area to live.  

Railroad and coal company officials as well as merchants and cattle and sheep 

ranchers built substantial homes on B and C Streets. 
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Plate from Shoppell’s Catalogs, c. 1800 

 

Most of these early Rock Springs homes were based on the designs found in 

popular architectural pattern books, newspapers, or magazines.  Within 20 

years of its founding as a coal camp, Rock Springs had caught up with the rest 

of the nation in the latest building styles.  While houses in Rock Springs tend 

to be smaller and less ostentatious than their eastern counterparts, elements 

of popular Victorian styles, such as Eastlake, are evident, even on modest 

dwellings. 
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424 B Street – Eastlake design (Mary Humstone 2005) 

 

Eastlake-style houses exhibit all the different shapes of wood moldings that 

were being produced in mills around the country, and shipped to places like 

Rock Springs by rail.  This house on B Street is an excellent representative of 

this popular style. 
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Queen Anne house (plate from Shoppell’s Modern Houses, 1900) 

 

The Queen Anne style features an irregular floor plan, with towers, turrets and 

other projections.  Houses often combine stone, brick, wood clapboards and 

different shaped wood shingles in colorful patterns and textures, along with 

carved, turned and applied wood ornament.  
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Ivinson Mansion, Laramie; 523 C Street (Mary Humstone 2005) 

 

While the large, Queen-Anne style homes such as those built by cattle barons 

in Cheyenne and prominent businessmen in Laramie are not found in Rock 

Springs, small-scale examples of this popular late 19th century style can be 

seen on B and C Streets. 

 


