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foods present a small risk of an allergic reaction to some people. No FDA-approved GM food poses any
known unique human health risks.

Financial Impact

Genetically modified seeds and other organisms are produced by businesses that seek profits. For
farmers to switch to GM crops, they must see benefits from the switch. However, genetic modification
technology may lead to changes in the organization of the agribusiness industry and farming. The
introduction of GM foods has the potential to decrease the prices to consumers for groceries.

Environmental Impact

The effects of genetic modification on the environment are largely unknown. Bioengineered insect
resistance has reduced farmers’ applications of environmentally hazardous insecticides. More studies
are occurring to help assess the impact of bioengineered plants and organisms on the environment. A
couple of studies reported harm to Monarch butterflies from GM crops, but other scientists were not
able to recreate the results. The possibility of insects growing resistant to GM crops is a legitimate
concern.



